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a semi-sacerdotal function, and the communion
itself is, for some, a sacrament, imparting, ex-
ternally, a divine grace; at times, when given to
the sick, it is a virtual extreme unction. This is
not the direct result of teaching but of tradi-
tions, and, above all, of the force of example
continually before them. All French Protestants
feel constantly the power of the Catholic Church
either by imbibing her ideas or by way of anti-
Catholic reaction. When this is the case, they
become sensitive to the influence of materialistic
thought. Among the advanced Liberals there is
often no little sympathy with extreme mate-
rialists. In their contact with these men they
absorb their optimism which gradually displaces
the pessimistic rnoroseness of a large number of
Protestants. It must be admitted that, without
giving up any particular doctrine, they have
assimilated hedonistic notions so far advocated
only by Positivists.

The influence of relations with the State has
been felt all along and especially by the Evan-
gelical element. The evil of the system was
the lack of spiritual independence and only a
partial subordination to the spiritual head of
the Church. With all,our admiration for the
Liberals we cannot but deplore their fear of
losing State support and their lack of faith in